Nerve injury during uterosacral ligament fixation: a cadaver study.
The objective of this study was to identify nerve(s) vulnerable to entrapment during uterosacral ligament fixation (USLF), which could cause postoperative lower extremity pain previously described in the literature. Preserved cadavers in a medical anatomy course were used. Before the students' pelvic dissections, a 2-0 prolene suture was placed in the middle third of each left uterosacral ligament visualized. The sutures were re-evaluated at the end of the course. Nine sutures remained in place after the course, and one entrapped a nerve. It was part of the inferior hypogastric plexus, included fibers from S2 and S3, and radiated to the bladder and rectum. The posterior femoral cutaneous nerve was lateral and posterior to this nerve. The inferior hypogastric plexus is vulnerable during USLF. Entrapment of S2 and S3 fibers could cause pain in their respective dermatomes and could be responsible for the postoperative pain previously described.